prepared to consult relevant archive material. 8 Such concerns are perhaps a little dated now, especially as historians of sport make increasing use of non-written sources, but there is still, perhaps, not always a realization of the sheer variety of material that can exist, buried away in archives. As this paper will show, using or even finding that material is not always easy but administrative records for understanding how sports were run, even though he was denied access to the full range of historical material then held by the league. 18 Polley used the committee papers of the Amateur Athletics Association to study the battle between amateurism and professionalism through its decisions on advertising, sponsorship and the disciplining of those who broke the rules. 19 Other archival collections have been far less obvious subjects for academic research, particularly when they focus on small localized Part of the joy of using Mass Observation is the randomness of much of the material within it. In contrast, the records of the state are more systematic and predictable, despite their significant holes. The state's involvement in sport varies significantly between nations but in the UK many of the records generated by this are rooted in legal purposes that have nothing to do with sport. The biggest collections relate to sport's business organization.
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Companies House in Cardiff, for example, holds samples of annual returns, director and shareholder lists and company accounts for limited liability companies still in existence, although the repository is not well set up for access to the older material. For those companies no longer in existence, the material, or at least a selection of it, has been deposited in the National Archives. As well as demonstrating how commercial early sport was, this material can be used to assemble occupational and geographical studies of who were running and investing in professional sport. 30 Yet state involvement in sport was far wider than this.
Beck's study of the impact of international tensions on British football and Polley's of the early Olympics both make extensive use of Foreign Office files as they chart the way the government intervened to uphold national interests. 31 Concerns over violence and safety also brought government interventions and investigations, generating records, some of which are still coming into the public domain.
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Such examples only skim the surface of what the state generated in relation to sport.
Some sporting organizations, such as sports councils, were and are part of the state and thus their records are amongst the millions in the National Archives. 33 The activities of the police, 
Digitization and democratization
Locating such obscure archival material is becoming easier as catalogues move from paper cards to computer databases. Yet the significance of that development has been overshadowed in most commentaries by consideration of the digitization of sources. This not only allows remote access to archival material and encourages the use of archives that sports historians might not have been previously thought of using; it also means that the potential of the material is being unlocked. history, the potential of this might be as simple as counting the number of times a sport is mentioned within a specific newspaper in order to plot and visualize its growth and diffusion.
But it can also involve probing into the language of archives, tracking and tracing the evolution of sporting terminology, metaphors and ideas. The techniques and technology are still in their infancy but the potential impact could see a transformation of historical practice.
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Even where material is not digitized in a form that allows its text to be searched, the simple fact that it is online at all is a significant advance for those wishing to access it, because, despite the fact that not everyone has internet access, this helps overcome the barriers of geography and social capital that discourage some from visiting traditional archives. Digitization can even be thought of as representing something of a democratization of archives. Yet the digitization of sources is an expensive process to undertake and some funding, but there is also a danger that innovative or challenging research is discouraged.
Those archives that are digitized tend to be those that speak to present day issues or centres of power and influence, while the archives of the marginalized might be in danger of not only not being digitized but also being unused. Leary has thus warned of an 'offline penumbra', an 'increasingly remote and unvisited shadowland into which even quite important texts fall if they cannot yet be explored [or identified] by… electronic means'. 42 The digitization of archives is thus not always the great step forward for historians it might first appear to be.
Moreover, even using those sources that are digitized is problematic. Their material characteristics and wider context can be lost when they are simply read online rather than as part of a physical collection where it is impossible to head straight to the most relevant Digital sources will only grow and grow, not just because they allow archive services to raise user numbers (and thus justify their funding), but also because many written sources now only ever exist in electronic format. This latter issue throws up its own conundrums and there is a danger that many of the kind of communications that previously survived as paper letters will now simply disappear into the ether of deleted email and social media accounts.
Digital developments certainly do not mean that traditional physical archives are redundant.
It is difficult to imagine the funding ever existing for a digitization of everything in archives.
Nor will traditional archives stand still. New private paper deposits continue to be made all the time and every year major new government papers come into the public domain. At least in a British context, it is perhaps unlikely however that any large new archive will come into existence but, on an international scale, it is worth remembering the sheer scale of material on the history of Eastern Europe that became public after the end of the Cold War. Similarly, Allen's research on cricket in South Africa took advantage of archives that became more accessible after the dissolution of apartheid. 44 In understanding that archives are not static, we might also remember that even collections under care can lose their funding or even be destroyed, a fate suffered by some of the papers of the Football Association of Wales administrator Alun Evans during a fire at the National Library of Wales in 2013.
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The function of archives is also changing. Tightening funding circumstances and the diversification of ideas of heritage are leading archives to stress their own role within that abstract concept. Rather than being thought of places where documents are conserved, archives are increasingly discussed as repositories of local memory and places where the histories of local communities can be both accessed and challenged. 46 wittingly or not, is distorted by the working of that power and a focus on the present rather than the past. 53 At the heart of Booth's argument is not a disregard for archives but a disregard for the scant attention that is sometimes given to how they are used. does not survive in archives. Their reliance on documents is not naive or fetishism. 54 As
Marwick argues, what the historian is after is knowledge and knowledge comes from evidence, which, in the case of history, is the primary source. It is only, he maintains, 'through the primary sources, the relics and traces left by past societies, that we can have any knowledge of them. The discovery and analysis of primary sources alone does not make history; but without the study of primary sources there is no history.' 55 From this perspective, archives, whether physical or digital entities, retain their centrality in historical practice. It also means that the central concern for understanding the limitations of historical knowledge is not the archive itself but the historian and his or her means of researching and interpreting.
After all, archival material does not become knowledge until it is actually used. As Steadman puts it, 'nothing happens to this stuff, in the Archive. It is indexed, and catalogued, and some of it is lost. But as stuff, it just sits there until it is read, and used, and narritivised.' 56 Yet actually using the material in archives is not always straightforward. Archival material was rarely written with the view that an outsider might later try to interpret it, perhaps hundreds of years later. It might contain straightforward details -such as statistical reports, lists of names and addresses, statements of opinion in letters and records of decisions in minutes -but there are many more fragments of information that need piecing together and holes and gaps that need filling. There is much that is simply difficult to understand.
Photographs, in particular, are often not dated or labelled. Cash books and financial ledgers can be complicated to interpret. Minutes are often records of decisions rather than the discussions that led to them. Letters might not be accompanied by the replies. Names and individuals are often not identified. Handwriting can sometimes be difficult or even impossible to read. But even such partial sources offer invaluable insights into the past, if they are used with some guile and imagination.
At the heart of successful archival research is the art of inferring and reading between the lines. Historians have to think about why sources say what they do, even if the resulting interpretations cannot be proved in any scientific fashion. For example, a 1935 note in the records of Nine Mile Point Welfare Association states that the seed mixture to be used in the construction of football and cricket pitches should be checked. This suggests both that pitch quality mattered and that the contractors were not fully trusted but there is nothing in that particular evidential record to prove that interpretation. 57 At other times, the evidence in archives is more concrete, even if it is not arranged in a way where its significance is obvious. One such example is the interwar billiards receipts book from Cwmpark
Workmen's Institute. This is simply a list of bookings and receipts for the hire of billiards and snooker tables, arranged on a day-by-day basis. At first glance, it is of little significance but looking for patterns within the data reveals something of the demand for indoor leisure; in most years Saturday was the most popular night of the week for people to hire a snooker table and take up was generally higher in the winter than in the summer. The document also offer cases where this pattern did not always hold true but interpreting why requires speculation.
There is nothing in the book to explain why, for example, in the week beginning 5 December 1932 there were thirty snooker bookings on the Monday but none on any other day that week, despite billiards bookings holding steady. Perhaps this was because the tables were out of action but there is no way to judge this from this document alone, although clues might be found in the minutes of the workmen's institute. At other times of more regular use through the week, the popularity of Saturday night snooker fades and the historian might need to look into working patterns and conditions at the local colliery for hints as to why. The partiality of the archive is also shown by the existence of a single timesheet for impossible to know how typical it is but it also illustrates how documents might be misleading. Just because most bookings lasted around an hour does not mean the games did and there is the possibility that people sneaked in more than one or even played slowly to ensure they got value for money. Moreover, there is nothing to say whether a game meant just that or a series of frames and if room rules were ever written down they have now been lost. 58 As is so often the case with archival research, the evidence is tantalisingly suggestive but frustratingly limited and the historian is left to make educated guesses and to search for other sources of evidence and examples upon which to build an argument.
So much of the value of archival sources comes from their totality rather than any specific document within a collection. In such cases, interpretation often requires using a variety of sources from a variety of places. Huggins and Gregson were able to write a regional history of regional athletics and cycling in the early twentieth history because of the existence of 'an unusually comprehensive ... and admirably maintained' archive at the Ashbrooke Cricket Ground in
Sunderland. Yet they note they were only able to investigate 'participation, class and attitudes to amateurism and the commercialisation of leisure' through combining the sporting records with the press and census and using 'a combination of prosopographical and nominal record linkage techniques' 60 Even where research is based on a single archive, the historian is still bringing to it their background of contextual knowledge, learnt both from secondary sources and, more generally, from wider research experiences. Tosh has even written of historians filling gaps in the historical record through a 'feel' or instinct for what might have happened gained from their depth of primary research. 61 Indeed, it is this context and experience that has usually led them to the archive in the first place; no archive is ever used in a vacuum.
Good historians thus have to work carefully with their source material; they think about where a source came from, why it survives and why it was come across. They read between the lines, inferring, looking for both witting and unwitting testimony. Historians' use of archives has perhaps come under scrutiny because their thinking and method is usually not made explicit in written outputs. Unlike in science, the research process of most historians could never be replicated. Even books do not explain how the archives were found, selected and used. Was every possible source available consulted or just those footnoted? How long was spent reading the sources? Were they skimmed over in search of relevant information or was every word read and reread? Were all the notes taken double checked for accuracy? The precise mechanics of data gathering in history are hidden.
working in an archive. Indeed, it might be said that there is no defined historical method at all beyond the application of thinking about sources critically. Yet, while 'historical method may seem to amount to little more than the obvious lessons of common sense', as Tosh has argued, 'it is common sense applied very much more systematically and sceptically than is usually the case in everyday life'. Moreover, it is 'supported by a secure grasp of historical context and, in many instances, a high degree of technical knowledge.'
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Conclusion
The dynamics of archives in sport history are captured in the opening of Matthew elevated an otherwise obscure organization, one in a crowd of hundreds that existed at the time, to centre stage in the game's Scottish history. But this also means it is impossible to know for sure how typical the material is. Nonetheless, it is difficult to imagine that whoever wrote the minutes more than a century ago could imagine that a historian would one day note the significance of his recording a request for a constable to attend an upcoming match and the invitation of local gentlemen to that game. Yet that is what McDowell has done. Trivial details, such as the proposal of a one penny fine for members caught swearing or the fact that all opposition goal scorers were recorded as 'strangers', offer tantalising glimpses into the world of football in the 1870s. 63 Yet that is all they can be. Archival material is a window into the past but one where most of the view is obscured and where much of what is on view is difficult to understand or assess.
There is nothing remotely unique about the history of sport in any of this and it is an indication of the importance of considering sports history as a branch of history rather than a 
